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To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  Districts 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1964?  which  is  complied  on  very  similar  lines  to  last  year  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular*  1/65  dated 
1  1  th  January*  1965°  Since  I  only  took  up  my  appointment  on  the  1st 
November,  1964  the  basis  of  this  report  is  provided  by  material  supplied 
by  my  predecessor  Dr.  H.I.  Lockett*  and  the.  vital  statistics  by  the 
Registrar  General.  I  am  grateful  to  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  Harding,  for  his  report  which,  as  in  previous  years,  is  included®  I 
am  also  indebted  to  Dr.  Lycett,  County  Medical  Officer*  for  supplying 
details  of  immunisation  procedures  carried  out. 

The  Rural  District,  with  the  parish  of  Pewsey  situated  close  to 
its  centre  at  a  distance  of  seven  miles  south  of  Marlborough*  is  very 
largely  concerned  with  agriculture  and  agricultural  pursuits.  However, 
it  also  contains  large  Ministry  of  Defence  establishments  wherein  a  con- 
siderable  number  of  civilian  residents  find  their  employment.  The 
district  is  traversed  for  a  great  deal  of  its  extent  by  the  river  Avon 
and  its  twin  sources,  together  with  its  tributary  the  river  Bourne.  The 
countryside  is  extremely  attractive,  many  of  the  parishes  present  a  very 
pleasant  old  world  character,  ana  has  a  considerable  attraction  for 
visitors®  At  the  present  time  it  enjoys  good  rail  communication  with 
London. 


The  general  health  of  the  district  has  remained  extremely  good. 

The  mid-year  population  figure  shows  a  slight  decrease,  which  is  mainly 
due  to  a  slight  reduction  in  the  military  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  172,  giving  an  adjusted  death  rate  of  10.6 
per  1,000  population  is  below  the  national  average®  The  number  of  births 
5^4,  94  more  than  last  year,  gives  an  adjusted  birth  rate  of  2k.  5,  which 
is  4  per  1,000  above  the  national  figure.  The  natural  increase,  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  is  33k.  In  considering  the  deaths  which  have 
occurred,  those  fox  infants -under  one  year  of  age,  at  seven,  with  a  result¬ 
ing  infant  mortality  rate  of  13.31,  is  well  below  the  national  average, 
which  it  has  been  over  the  past  five  years,  with  the  exception  of  1961. 

This  reflects  great  credit  to  ail  concerned  with  maternity  services  in  the 
area.  Of  these  infant  deaths  which  have  occurred,  five  were  due  to 
causes  which  must  undoubtedly  be  classified  as  unavoidable  in  the  light 
of  present  knowledge*  'Two  were  due  to  accidental  causes,  one  the 

result  of  asphyxia  caused  by  inhalation  of  vomit,  and  one  by  suffocation 
from  bed  clothing.  In  considering  the  other  deaths  some  form  of  heart 
disease  forms  the  largest  single  group  at  43,  with  coronary  heart  disease 
accounting  for  z‘J  0  Coronary  heart  disease  is  exclusively  a  disease  of  an 
affluent  society?  causation  is  at  the  present  time  imperfectly  understood, 
hut  there  is  little  doubt  that  preventive  measures  should  include  moderation 
in  diet,  together  with  regular  daily  exercise  and  avoidance  of  cigarette 
smoking,  since  cigarette  smokers  -  particularly  younger  smokers  -  have  a 
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higher  death  rate  from  this  condition.  Cancer  accounted  for  33  deaths, 
of  which  eight  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  This  disease  kills 
annually  25,000  people,  more  than  three  and  a  half  times  the  number  killed 
on  the  roads,  many  of  whom  are  in  the  40-50  year  age  group,  and  accounts 
for  j>Qjo  of  all  cancer  deaths  in  males  and  870  in  females.  Although  th  » 
precise  cause  of  cancer  of  the  lung  is  as  yet  undetermined,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  cigarette  smoking  is  the  important  predisposing  fact 
in  approximately  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  and  every  effort  must  be  made  is 
ensure  that  the  younger  generation  are  made  aware  of  this  information  by 
every  possible  means.  Since  this  disease  is  predominantly  a  disease  of 
men  and  mainly  self-inflicted,  one  is  rather  surprised  that  women's 
organisations  do  not  pay  more  attention  to  it,  since  too  many  women  are 
prematurely  widowed  thereby  and  left  often  in  difficult  circumstances 0 

A  recommendation  to  the  Council  that  they  should  display  notices 
SMOkIHG  DISCOURAGED  in  those  parts  of  the  Council  offices  which  were  open 
to  the  general  public  was  not  accepted  after  considerable  deliberation, 
but  it  may  be  that  in  the  future  some  change  of  heart  in  this  matter  could 
occur. 


Violent  deaths  amounted  to  fifteen  and  were  accounted  for  by  one 
suicide  over  the  age  of  65,  seven- motor  vehicle  accidents  and  seven 
accidents  from  other  causes.  Of  the  seven  deaths  from  other  causes, 
five  come  into  the  home  accident  category;  two  of  these  were  infant  deaths 
already  referred  to;  the  others  involved  a  child  of  three  who  fell  into 
the  fire,  and  two  aged  persons  who  died  as  a  result  of  falls.  Although 
a  fire  guard  is  a  statutory  requirement  where  young  children  are  concerned 
its  absence  comes  to  light  only  too  frequently  as  a  result  of  a  serious 
burning  accident.  Palls  are,  of  course,  a  particular  hazard  to  old  people 
and  they  account  for  about  half  the  total  home  accident  deaths,  9 0^  of 
which  occur  in  the  over  65  age  group.  It  is  a  surprise  to  many  people  to 
learn  that  there  are  more  deaths  from  home  accidents  annually  than  on  the 
roads.  In  addition  to  these  deaths  a  child  of  seventeen  months  who 
wandered  away,  was  drowned  in  a  river. 

With  regard  to  housing  there  are  few  houses  left,  I  am  pleased 
to  know,  which  are  presently  considered  necessary  to  be  dealt  with  under 
slum  clearance  procedure.  The  number  of  applications  for  council  houses 
at  the  present  time  stands  at  about  370,  and  although  this  seems  a  high 
figure,  seventy  are  resident  outside  the  area,  while  a  large  number  are 
considered  not  to  be  urgent  cases;  it  is  however  an  indication  that  there 
is  a  considerable  demand  for  housing  accommodation.  I  have  been  very 
impressed  with  the  efficient  manner  in  which  housing  applications  are 
dealt  with  generally,  largely  in  the  administrative  hands  of  the  public 
health  department.  I  am  very  glad  to  learn  that  the  Council  are  consider¬ 
ing  the  provision  of  grouped  accommodation  for  the  elderly,  which  in  my 
view  is  one  of  the  best  methods  of  providing  for  their  needs.  An 

appointment  of  a  warden  in  conjunction  therewith  is  of  great  value  and  an 
important  factor  in  combating  loneliness  and  insecurity.  I  am  sure 
there  is  little  danger  of  overbuilding  for  the  elderly,  since  the  demand 
will  not  diminish. 

There  are  a  number  of  caravan  sites  for  permanent  residential 
occupation.  Most  of  these  are  reasonably  satisfactory,  although  in  my 
view  caravans  do  not  provide  in  general  a  good  environment  to  bring  up 
children.  The  biggest  single  defect  is  lack  of  space  and  there  is  of 
course  no  statutory  yardstick  for  the  assessment  of  overcrowding. 

During  the  year  a  certain  amount  of  work  was  done  for  families 
with  problems  of  which  I  am  glad  to  say  there  are  relatively  few.  The 
County  Council  have  a  co-ordinating  committee  which  meets  regularly,  does 
very  useful  work  and  deserves  every  support. 
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Your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  in  his  report  has  referred 
to  the  needs  of  food  hygiene,  which  with  his  small  staff  he  has  made  a 
determined  effort  to  improve  and  maintain.  This  is  a  most  important  and 
constant  vigil  which  I  do  not  think  I  can  underline  much  further  in  the 
year  in  which  we  have  seen  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  in  Aberdeen,  where  one 
contaminated  tin  of  meat  was  responsible  for  over  450  cases  of  typhoid 
fever,  I  would  however,  say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  after 
the  unwashed  hand  the  communal  towel  in  food  handling  establishments  is 
the  greatest  menace  and  I  would  welcome  stronger  statutory  powers  to 
prevent  cross  infection  amongst  workers, 

A  small  amount  of  raw  milk  is  still  being  sold  retail  in  certain 
parts  of  the  district.  Occasionally  raw  milk  can  be  the  vehicle  for  the 
organisms  which  cause  brucellosis,  food  poisoning,and  rarely  enteric 
fever,  although  tuberculosis,  I  am  glad  to  say,  due  to  the  vigorous 
policy  of  recent  years,  is  almost  a  non-existant  risk.  However,  I  would 
suggest  to  parents  particularly,  that  milk  where  possible  should  be  ob¬ 
tained  which  has  been  subjected  to  pasteurisation  or  other  heat-treatment, 

I  feel  sure  that  brucellosis  should  be  made  a  notifiable 
disease,  while  an  eradication  scheme  for  dairy  herds  would  bring  both 
public  health  ana  veterinary  benefits,  and  heat -treatment  of  all 
milk  with  suitable  exemptions  in  cases  of  real  hardship,  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  reasonable  proposition. 

Apart  from  the  notification  of  measles  which  this  year  and  for 
the  second  year  in  succession,  exceeded  i70,  notifications  of  notifiable 
diseases  were  minimal.  Sixteen  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery  were  notified. 
These  required  a  great  deal  of  time  spent  on  supervision  to  prevent 
unnecessary  spread  of  the  disease.  In  this  area  with  its  military 
connections,  importations  are  always  likely  to  be  encountered  and  in  my 
view  should  be  dealt  with  energetically , 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department, 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  A  weekly  kerbside  collection  is  in 
operation  throughout  the  district. 

Most  of  the  district  is  now  provided  with  main  drainage,  and 
this  matter  is  referred  to  in  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
report  in  more  detail. 

The  water  supply  is  due  to  pass  in  the  near  future  to  the 
foreshadowed  South  Wilts  Board .  I  hope  that  the  Board  will  appoint  a 
suitably  qualified  adviser  as  consultant  on  public  health  matters, 
although  the  draft  order  contains  no  specific  reference  to  such  an 
appointment.  One  hopes  too,  that  fluoridation  of  the  public  water 
supplies  will  not  be  too  long  delayed,  since  the  improvement  which  can 
be  confidently  expected  in  the  dental  health  of  the  rising  generation 
is  much  too  great  to  be,  in  my  view,  delayed  by  a  vociferous  minority, 
mainly  ill-informed. 

With  regard  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
this  is  I  feel,  barely  adequate  for  the  task  in  hand,  as  is  evident  by 
the  backlog  of  work  which  has  occurred,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1 964 « » 

In  concluding  this  report  I  should  like  to  thank  the  members 
of  tha  Council  and  particularly  those  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  who  have  given  me  so  much  support  and  have  made  me  feel  a 
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welcome  addition  to  the  Council  staffo  I  am  also  grateful  to  the 
officers  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation  and  friendliness  and 
particularly  to  Mr„  Harding  and  his  staffo  I  should  also  like  to 
thank  Dr*  Lishman ,who  acts  as  my  Deputy,  for  his  work  for  the  Council 
during  the  interim  period  and  particularly  for  his  kindness  to  me  on 
my  appointment.  Finally  I  should  like  to  thank  iry  clerical  assistant 
Miss  Boswell,  for  her  very  valued  assistance  and  particularly  for  her 
work  in  preparing  this  Annual  Report,, 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.D.F.  STEEDE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health® 
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MEMBERS  OP  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 

(as  at  December ,  1 964) 


Councillor  Mrs. 
Councillor  G<,W,U 
Councillor  G0B. 
Councillor  A„W0 


Councillor  SoToN.  Nutley,  Chairman, 

Councillor  R,N,  Swan ton,  Vice-Chairman, 

A.L,  Beattie9  Councillor  C.G.  Buckland, 

,  Bush,  Councillor  GoF,  Kunkler, 

Lambert,  Councillor  W»H<,R0  Major, 

Sadler,  Councillor  Maj ,  Gem  DaD0C. 

Councillor  B0G,  Wiiliams0 


Tulloch, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Healths 

FaD.Fo  STEEDE,  MoBoj  B.Cho,  Dor.H0 
(Commenced  1st  November,  1964) 

Council  Offices,  1  The  Green, 

Marlborough o  Tel,  48?  and  118 

Hoi.  LOCKEl'T,  M.B»,  B ^ S . DoObst »RaC o0»Go ,  D.PoHo 
(Resigned  30th  June,  1964) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

T0F0  HARDING.  M,AoP,H,Ie 
Additional  Public  Health.  Inspectors 
Pe  GLADWIN,  M.AcPoHoIoj,  M,RoI„P.>H0He 
Clerical  Assistant  ana  Trainee  Public  Health  Inspector: 

LoT.  JONES c 

Rodent  Operator: 

P,N,  RAlSEYo 

Clerk  (McOoHs  Office) 

Miss  GJo  BOSWELL, 


Public  Health  Department,  The  Council  Offices, 
Pewsey,  Wilts, 

Tel:  Nos ®  2261/2/2 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the 
Borough  of  Marlborough  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Amesbury  and  Marlborough 
ana  Rams bury.  These  combined  districts  have  a  population  of  62,370  and  an 

area  of  235?28y  acres,  They  have  appointed  a  Joint  Committee,  the  East 
Wiltshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee  to  deal 
with  ail  matters  relating  to  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  The 
Medical  Officer  also  performs  duties  for  the  Wiltshire  County  Council  under 
the  National  Health  Service,  Education  and  Mental  Health  Acts, 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


4  M  M  )  U  «  »  *  »  •  4  «  >  U 


Area  in  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  . . . «... . 

Population*  Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  or  flats 
Number  of  houses  or  flats  owned  by  the  Council 
Rateable  value 
Product  of  a  penny  rate 


0  9  9  0  9  0  1 *90900' 


99009900 


0  9  0  0  9  9  0  9  9 

9  O 


00090090000009090 


Vital  Statistics 


Liv 0  Bi^rtlis  “*  Legitimate  e®®©®®®®®©®®®®®®®®#®®©#®©®®®©©©©©®© 
Illegitimate  ©goo**®©**®*®****©*®® 


®o®®©®®©o 


Totals 


©®o®®®©®®®©®®®®®0 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 *000  population  ..... 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


0  0  0  9  0 


Stillbirths  -  Legitimate 
Xllegitmate 


OJOSO0O9»#9O6J4 

O9O9OO909900090 


09999090009*  0099090 


Totals 


Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 *000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  ........... 


0  9  9  9  0  0  0 


00000009409000000000 


090999009990999 


Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1*000  population  ..... 
Infant  Deaths  (under  one  year)  Legitimate 


©•©©•*0®9®9®®®©®©®®®0®«9©o9®©®0 


®®®®®®®o©®©®©o®®oo©®o®o«> 


Illegitimate 


Totals 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 *000  live  births  . . . 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1 y000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  f,000  illegitmate  live  births 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (under  4  weeks  per  1 *000  total  live 

births) 

Neonatal  Deaths  -  Legitimate. 

Illegitimate  . 


9  0  0  9 

&&0O9OOO00OO0O90QOO9O0OOO009OOG 
0000900009990900000900000 


Totals 


Early  neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (under  one  week  per  1 *000  live 

births' 

Early  neonatal  Deaths  -  Legitimate  .............. 

Illegitimate  ...... ...... 


o  o  e  <j>  e  o 


e  •  •  »  ®  o  ■ 


•  o  e  •  • 


Totals 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one 
week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  ...... 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (including  abortion) 


►  0 

75,828 

25 

»  © 

20,680 

4,724 

*  9 

1*333 

...  £415*385 

►  O 

£2,376 

M. 

P. 

Total 

253 

251 

504 

11 

9 

20 

264 

260 

524 

25.33 

a  0  €r 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

9.45 

266 

263 

529 

92 

80 

172 

8.17 

5 

2 

7 

5 

2 

7 

13.31 

13.88 

nil 

3.8 

2 

- 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

3.8 


000909099090000 


13.8 

nil 


Maternal  Mortality 


Infant  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate 


«••••  ••••••••0®®®*®®®«»®®®®o®®®e®® 

Year 


I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

*" 

4 

12 

- 

9 

9 

7 

13.0 

31.7 

21 .2 

18.2 

13.31 

6  - 


nil 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH ,  1 964 


Cause  of  Death 


1 . 
2. 
3° 

4. 

5* 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 
15- 
16. 

17 . 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21  . 
22 . 
23  o 

24. 

25 . 

26o 

27  o 

28  „ 
29 . 

30  o 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 
35  c 
36. 


Tuberculosis 3,  respiratory  . ..  ... 

Tuberculosis 9  other  ...  ...  ... 

Syphilitic  diseases  ...  ...  ... 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Whooping  cough  ...  ... 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ... 

Measles  ..o  . ® .  . . .  ...  ... 

Other  infective  ana  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach  ... 

"  lung,  bronchus 

"  "  breast 

"  uterus  . . . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukamia,  aieukaemia  ...  ...  ... 

Diabetes  ...  o.«  o.o  000  . . . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 
it  1  i iiA of-i za  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  « ® «  ..o  ...  o..  oo. 

Bronchitis  ...  . . .  o.o  o.. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

Gastritis,  enteritis  ana  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

Other  defined  and  iil-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

Ail  other  accidents  ...  ...  ... 

Su 1 c 1 d o  ...  .o.  ...  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


All  Causes 


Comparison  with  England  and  Wales 


Pewsey  R.D. 


r~~  —  "1 

per  1 ,000  population 

per  1 ,000 
Live  births 

per  1 ,000 
Total  Births 

Live  Births 
(Adjusted) 

Death  Rate 
(Adjusted ) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Stillbirths 

22.5 

10.6 

13o3l 

9o45 

18.4 

-- 

n.3 

20  oO 

16.3 
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Engl ana  and 
Wales 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS 


OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


General  Practitioners: 

Dr.  J.C.  Byrne?  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

Dr.  T.G.  Hynes?  M.B.,  B.Ch.  ) 

Dr.  M.M.P.  Hynes,  M.B.,  Ch.B.) 

Dr .  M . J © L o  Hassai  1 ,  M.R.C.So 

Dr.  P.D.  Abhatt,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ) 
Dr.  J.P.B.  Arthur,  M.R.C.S.  ) 
Dr.  G.H.  Drake,  M.R.C.S.  ) 

Dr.  G.E.  Hyson,  M.R.C.S.  ) 

Dr.  Do  Leaney,  M.B® 

Dr.  T.  Davies,  M.B. 


High  Street,  Pewsey.  Tel:  Pewsey  3117 

North  Street,  Peifsey.  Tel:  Pewsey  2106 

The  Old  Bakery ,  Burbage .  Tel :  Burbage  295 

The  Surgery, 

Sto  James  Street, 

Ludgershall.  Tel:  Ludgershall  220 

Old  Brewery  Cottage,  Netheravon.  Tel:  332 
Jarvis  Street,  Upavon.  Tel:  Upavon  5 


Hospitals  § 

Savemake  Hospital ,  Marlborough »  Tel :  Marlborough  820 


Public  Health  Laboratory: 

Salisbury  General  Infirmary  (Dr.  P.  Wormald,  M.A.,M.D.)  Tel:  Salisbury  3231 


County  Council  Health  Department  Services: 

(a)  Ambulance  Facilities: 

This  service  is  based  in  Swindon.  Tel:  Swinaon  3436 


(b)  District  Nurse/Midwives: 
Mrs.  W.E.  Phillips, 
"Rooftops" , 

Buckleaze  Lane, 

Pewsey.  Tel:  Pewsey  3145 

Mrs.  S.  Strickland, 

The  Nurse’s  Home, 

Milton  Lilboume. 

Tel:  Pewsey  3264 

Miss  M.C.  Gurr, 

62  Watson’s  Close, 

Upavon. 

Tel:  Upavon  8l 


Milton  Lilboume, 
Pewsey « 

Wootton  Rivers. 


Alton,  Beechingstoke, 
Huish,  Manningford, 
Stanton  St.  Bernard, 
Woodborough,  Charlton, 
Chirton,  Marden, 

North  Newton,  Rushall, 
Upavon,  Wilcot, 
Wilsford,  Hilcot. 


(c)  Clinics: 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Ludgershall , 

Memorial  Hall. 

Netheravon, 

Parish  Hall,  Fittleton. 
Pewsey , 

Bouverie  Hall . 


Second  and  last  Wednesday  of  each  month 
2-4  p.m. 

First  and  third  Wednesday  of  each  month 
2.30  -  4  p.m. 

First  Thursday  of  each  month  2-4  p.m. 

Third  Thursday  of  each  month  2.30  -  4  p.m. 


Second  Thursday  of  each  month 
2.30  -  4  p.m. 


-  8  - 


Upavbn  R.A.F.  Station, 
Wives  Club. 


Health  Visitors'  Centres: 
Burbage , 

Dr.  Hassall’s  Surgery, 

Collingboume  Ducis, 
Comrades  Club. 

Perham  Down, 

Wives’  Club  Medical  Centre 

Upavon  Village, 

The  Reading  Room. 

Woodborough, 

Woodborough  &  District 
Country  Club  Hall. 

(d)  Health  Visitors: 

Vacant , 

(e)  Mental  Welfare  Officer: 
Health  Centre,  Milton  Road 

(f)  Chiropody  Service: 

This  is 


Third  Monday  of  each  month 
2-4  p.m. 

First  Thursday  of  each  month 
2-4  p.m. 

Second  and  fourth  Tuesdays 
2-4  p.m. 

Third  Tuesday  of  each  month 
2,30  -  4  p.m. 

Fourth  Thursday  of  each  month 
2  -  3o30  p.m. 


Tel:  Swindon  22668 


Swindon, 


mainly  a  domiciliary  service 


County  Welfare  Department: 

Mr.  A.PcA.  Tucker,  A.I.S.W®,  66  Hew  Street,  Devizes.  Tel:  Devizes  976 
County  Council  Children’s  Department: 

The  Area  Children’s  Officer,  36  Milton  Road,  Swindon.  Tel:  Swindon  4102 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR j  1 964 


IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS,  1^64 


Diphtheria 9  Whooping  cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

1964 

1963 

1962' 

1961 

I960 

1 955—59 

— - h 

1950-54 

Primary  immunisations 
completed  during 

1964 

Dipho 

147 

201 

24 

8 

6 

15 

1 

Wh/c0 

146 

200 

22 

5 

3 

- 

- 

Tet  o 

147 

201 

24 

8 

6 

42 

7 

Reinforcing  injections 
administered  during 

1964 

Dipho 

_ _ » 

27 

125 

34 



9 

242 

18 

Wh/c0 

— 

19 

79 

9 

.  .. 

2 

.  . . -  . 

19 

2 

Tet  o 

_ 

27 

126 

I34 

9 

223 

; 

26 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

Months  -  Years 


Poliomyelitis  Immunisation 


II  - 


I 


rural  district  of  pewsey 


Council  Offices, 
The  Old  Rectory, 
Pewsey. 


Telephone  2261 0 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladi.es  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Report  on  the 
work  of  the  Department  daring  1964c  This  is,  in  fact,  my" tenth 
annual,  report  and  as  I  pointed  out  in  my  report  for  196,3  there  has 
oeen  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  made  by  Officers 
of  the  Department  since  .1.954°  1964  has  continued  this  trend  with  & 

record  total  number  of  visits  of  5,8.14. 

It  Is  pernaps  appropriate  to  lock  back  after  ten  years  to  see 
wha;,  has  been  accomplished.  One  is  .immediately  struck  by  the  extent 
tv  which,  the  Council 8  s  water  and  milk  sampling  programme  has  grown. 

During  1964,  .556  water  samples  were  taken  as  compared  with  49  in  l/O^o 
^^0  milk  samples  were  taken  during  1964  as  compared  with  81  in  1954. 

19p1  was,  in  fact,  the  year  in  which  we  first  instituted  a  routine  milk 

sampling  programme. 

In  the  ten  years  that  have  elapsed  we  have  secured  the  virtual 
completion  of  the  slum  clearance  programme  and  some  296  houses  have  been 
dealt  with.  Of  more  immediate  long  term  interest  585  houses  have  been 
improved  by  means  of  improvement  grants  and  have,  therefore,  beer,  given 

a  further  useful  life. 

Too  other  ao  sivicies  of  the  Council  which  have  a  direct  bearing 
on  the  en vLr omen  i,al  health  erf  the  population  have  made  a  considerable 
impact  during  the  last  ten  years.  In  1954  the  only  Parishes  sewered 
were  Pewsey,  Ludgershall  ana  Everleigh.  Since  that  time  the  Parishes  of 
Burbage,  Milton,  Easton  Royal,  Nether avon  and  Upavon  have  been  sewered 
and  schemes  are  on  paper  for  further  villages.  In  1954  the  only  parishes 
which  had  a  mains _ water  supply  were  Pewsey,  Ludgershall,  Chute,  Wootton 
Rivers  and  the  Coilingbournes,  although,  work  was  in  progress  to  supply 
Burbage,  Easton  Royal  and  Milton  Lilbourne.  All  the  other  Parishes  were 
either^  on  small  estate  supplies  or  relied  entirely  on  individual  wells  and 
“r'e  •  Most  of  these  wells  were  grossly  polluted  and  quite  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  It  is  ironical  that  the  Council 8 s  first  main  water 
scheme  at  Collingbourne  should  be  giving  trouble  at  a  time  when  they  are 
within  sight  of  providing  piped  water  to  the  whole  district. 

If  the  prosperity  of  a  society  can  be  measured  by  the  amount  of 
waste  it  makes,  then  this  district  has  certainly  enjoyed,  improved  standards 
over  the  j.ast  ten  years,  as  is  shown  by  our  refuse  collection  statistics. 
None  are  available  for  1954,  but  in  ±960  our  figures  indicate  that  an 
average  collection  produced  approximately  250  cubic  yards  of  refuse  per 
week.  The  current  weekly  collection  is  of  the  order  of  500  cubic  yards. 

No  strict  comparison  can  be  made  owing  to  changes  in  the  frequency  of  the 
servr.ee,  a  general  increase  in  the  bulk  of  refuse,  and  other  variables, 
but  these  figures  provide  a  rough  yardstick  to  measure  the  growth  of  the 
district,  and.  also  indicate  the  problems  involved  in  providing  a.  regular 
and  economical  refuse  collection  service. 

lhe*>e  «re  the  bare  outlines  of  ten  years  advance  in  e nvir omental 
.  It  will  be  interesting  to  come  back  in  another  ten  years  to  see 
what  further  advances  have  been  made. 

I  am,  Mt  .  Chairman,  Ladi.es  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


T.F.  HARDING 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1964. 

Number  of  New  houses  and.  flats  expected  during  the  year 

(a)  by  local  authority  ...  ...  f . .  53 

(b)  Private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  81 

Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts  32 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  37 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  4 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation.  63 

Remedy  of  defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendex'ed  fit  in  consequence  of 
Informal  Action  43 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(A)  Proceedings  under  sections  9*  10  and  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices. 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served.  4 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners  4 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  1 6,  17  and  27  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1937. 


(i)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made  1 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  formal 

action.  2 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  5 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed  3 

(v)  Number  of  houses  where  closing  orders  were  made  3 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were 

cancelled 


Housing  Statistics  for  1964  (Contd.) 

(D)  Proceedings  under  sections  42  and  43  of  the  Housing  Act, 1957* 

(i)  Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  - 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  due  to  informal 

action  1 

(iv)  Number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  Council  and 

demolished  as  part  of  reconstruction  schemes  - 

(E)  Proceedings  under  section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made.  - 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled, 
as  a  result  of  premises  having  been  made  fit. 

5*  Housing  Act,  1957,  Phrt  IV «  Overcrowding. 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings 

at  end  of  year  3 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year  3 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  abated  during  year  4 


TABLE  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Water  Supply  . . «  . . .  . , . 

Drainage  . . .  . © .  »  «  •  0 .  •  ••• 

Movable  dwellings  ...  ...  ... 

Refuse  disposal  and  collection  ...  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  and  Factories..  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  made  by  Inspectors  re  Pest  Control  . .  ... 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Treatment  ...  ... 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Survey .  ... 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  visits  (schools, Agriculture,  etc.) 
Housing  visits  under  Pablic  Health  Act,  1936. 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  1957*  . ..  ... 

Overcrowding  and  allocation  of  houses  ...  ... 

Council  House  inspection  visits  ...  ...  ... 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  ...  ...  ... 

Improvement  grants 
Infectious  Diseases  „ . . 

Slaughterhouse  visits  ...  . 

Visits  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers,  etc.  ... 

Visits  to  Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ... 

Visits  to  Food  preparing  premises  generally 
Visits  to  licensed  houses 


0  9  0  9  0  9 


*  •  *  •  c 


•  «  •  9  9  © 


Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Milk  sampling  visits  ... 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  ... 

Shops,  Offices  and  Railway  premises 


9  0  9  9 


Total 


. . .  390 

. . .  108 
. ..  200 
. . .  277 
13 

. . .  108 
...  1086 
» « .  634 

. . .  75 

. . .  68 
» . .  169 
. . .  898 
» •  *  19 

» .  ®  3 

81 

. . .  431 
: . .  288 

►  •  o  " 

►  79 
. . .  335 

1  o  e  84 

1  .  o  44 

•  .  »  40 

, . .  211 
58 
13 

..  5814 


HOUSING 


During  1964  the  Council  erected  53  new  houses  and  bungalows,  19 
more  than  in  1963'  This  increase  helped  somewhat  to  deal  with  the  rise 
in  the  numbers  of  urgent  cases  on  the  waiting  list,-,  which  was  due  mainly 
to  the  smallness  of  the  previous  year's  programme-  At  the  end  of  this 
section  members  will  find  details  of  the  waiting  list  for  council  houses 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  position  has  remained  roughly  static 
since  1963  This  is  because  as  fast  as  urgent  cases  are  re-housed^  cases 

from  the  non-urgent  list  are  re-classified  and  placed  in  the  urgent  category: 
and  it  must  be  remembered  in  this  connection  that  every  young  couple  that 
marry  and  live  as  sub-tenants,  become  automatically  an  urgent  case  It  is 
a  noticeable  fact  that  the  average  degree  of  urgency  has  declined  very 
markedly  in  the  last  few  years „  and  the  list  is  patchy,  in  that  most  urgent 
cases  are  concentrated  in  the  military  parishes  of  Tidworth  and  Ludgershall, 
where  there  is  a  young  population,  a  high  marriage  and  birth  rate,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  evictions  from  married  quarters. 


A  further  7  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  only  21  of  the  council's  slum  clearance  programme  remained  to  be  dealt 
with.  These  houses  are  either  in  War  Department  ownership  and  are  to  be 
dealt  with  shortly,  or  are  occupied  by  elderly  people  who  have  expressed  a 
wish  to  remain  undisturbed*  It  would  be  unwise  to  assume  that  we  have  now 
seen  the  end  of  slum  clearance  action,  as  this  is  a  continuous  process; 
houses  will  decay  and  become  unfit  however  hard  one  tries  to  halt  the 
process  and  the  council  must  expect  to  have  to  deal  with  a  small  number  of 
unfit  houses  during  most  year's  • 


To  revert  to  houses  which  have  been  improved  and  thereby  taken  out 
of  reach  of  slum  clearance  by  improvements  grants,  this  work  continued  at  a 
satisfactory  rate  during  the  year-  Applications  in  respect  of  68  houses 
were  approved,  56  being  for  discretionary  grants  and  12  for  standard  grants-' 
Improvements  to  49  houses  were  completed  during  the  year;  the  total  number 
of  houses  improved  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  now  stands  at  583'  The 
average  total  cost  of  discretionary  improvements  during  the  year  reached 
£897  and  the  average  percentage  grant  36-9^  The  cost  of  improvement  has,  of 
course,  risen  steadily  since  the  scheme  began  due  to  increases  in  building 
costs,  it  is  also  true;  however,  that  the  easily  improved  houses  have  mostly 
been  completed-  and  a  great  many  of  the  applications  how  received  relate  to 
houses  which  are  rather  more  expensive  to  bring  up  to  standard* 


WAITING  LIST  FOR ^COUNCIL  HOUSES  (excluding  Slum  Clearance  Cases) 


Urgent  cases  residing  in  district 

1211 
. . ,  105 

J2& 

102 

Non-urgent  cases  residing  in  district  -  „  - 

, - o  192 

198 

Total  for  district  - . «  ,.#o  • . » 

• • -  297 

300 

Urgent  cases  residing  outside  district  * . . 

...  25 

10 

Non-urgent  cases  residing  outside  district 

78 

60 

103 

70 

Grand  Total 

.  -  -  400 

370 

anr-  ^ 


WATER  SUPPLY 


In  my  report  for  1963  I  said  that  it  was  hoped  that  the  water 
supply  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Oare  would  get  under  way  during  1964. 

This  hope  was,  in  I  act,  borne  out  although  it  was  very  late  in  the  year 
when  the  contractor  commenced  work.  This  is  the  last  remaining  village 
xn  the  area  which  is  without  mains  water  and  the  completion  of  the  schfme 
ill  bring  to  the  great  majority  of  the  population  the  benefits  of  a 
mams  supply  satisfactory  as  to  quality  and  quantity.  1964  saw  a  further 
increase  m  .he  frequency  of  routine  water  sampling;  some  336  samples 

thosf  -fcJen  dUrml-,the  It**’  an  increase  of  14  over  1963  -and  of  241  over 
those  taken  in  1961.  The  results  are  given  in  the  table  below  and  are 

generally  satisfactory,  although  it  will  be  noted  that  as  in  1957  the 
Collingbourne  water  supply  gave  trouble  in  this  respect.  The  bad 
samples  from  this  supply  were  under  investigation  at  the  end  of  the  yea^ 

indic^rdia^mea?re?  W6fe  proposed  t0  and  accepted  by  the  Council  early 
n.l^>  It  wl11  als°  be  noted  that  a  number  of  samples  taken  from  the 
private  supply  to  Alton  Barnes  and  Priors  were  unsatisfactory.  Advice 
was  given  to  the  owners  and  operators  of  this  supply  and  a  careful  check 
s  being  icep fc  upon  it.  It  may  well  be  that  the  increase  in  numbers  of 
bad  samples  is  due  to  the  generally  low  level  of  wells  and  bore  holes ‘at 
,  :  ®nd  '±ry  year  of  L964,  Since  the  Alton  supply,  in  particular. 

.  s  been  3a  -rsfactory  in  the  past.  In  general  the  waters  are  alkaline 
in  character  and  there  is  therefore  no  risk. of  plumbo-solvency.  The 
fluoride  content  is  about  0,1  parts  per  million, 

FJBLIC  WATER  SUPFLIES 


Netheravon,  Knford,  Upavon, 
Charlton,  Rush-all,  Manningfcrds, 
North  Newnton,  Pewsey,Woodborough, 
Wilcot . 


Burbage,  Milton  Lilbourne,  Easton 
Royal,  Collmgbourne  Kingston  and 

Due is. 


Chlorinated  supply  from  boreholes 
owned  by  Council. 

pH  value  7^4°  Total  hardness  190  p.p.m. 
45  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory  o 

Chlorinated  supply  from  borehole  owned 
by  Council. 

pH  value  7*. 5  Total  hardness  260  p.p.m. 

83  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

9  non-f aecal.  1  faecal. 


Ludger shall.  Chutes. 


Wootton  Rivers 


Chlorinated  water  purchased  in  bulk 
from  Andover  R.D.C. 

pH  value  7»5»  Total  hardness  23.5  p.p.m. 
45  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  supply  from  deep  well. 
pH  7-1.  Total  hardness  285  p.p.m- 
43  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

10  non  faecal.  1  faecal. 


North  Tidworth 


Everleigh 


Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department 
source. 

pH  7''5-  Total  hardness  210  p.p.m- 
41  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department 
source o 

43  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

3  non-faecal-  1  faecal. 


Alton 


43  samples  taken,  25  satisfactory 
1  faecal.  17  non-faecal. 


Oare 


7  samples  taken,  all  satisfactory- 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  service  continued  unchanged  during  1964.:  the  oollection 
being  from  the  kerbside*  weekly  from  three  large  parishes  and  fortnightly 
elsewhere?  Two  fore  and  aft  tippers  were  employed  together  with  five 
men-  At  the  beginning  of  1964  the  council  decided  that  the  time  was 
ripe  to  improve  the  service  by  providing  a  weekly  collection  to  all  the 
Parishes  in  their  district,  but  owing  to  the  delivery  period  for  new 
vehicles  and  various  other  factors,  mostly  financial,  this  new  service 
will  not  begin  to  operate  until  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year. 
1969/66.-.  In  order  to  accommodate  the  continuous  increase  in  the  bulk 
of  refuse  collected  and  of  the  number  of  houses  that  are  being  built : 
the  new  vehicle  is  to  be  a  35  cubic  yard  continuous  compression  type-. 

A  careful  study  of  the  existing  rounds  and  commitments  was  undertaken 
in  order  that  the  new  service  should  be  organised  on  an  efficient  and 
economical  basis  and  from  the  survey  it  can  now  be  deduced  that  the 
number  of  premises  to  be  served  weekly  will  be  4p686  and  the  number  of 
bins  to  be  emptied  5.-579> 

The  market  for  salvage  improved  during  the  year  and  salvage 

sales  were  as  follows:- 


Weight  Value 

Waste  Paper  114-tons  <•  5-cwts?  1-qr.  £837-'  16  <.  6d> 

Rags  and  Metals  82-  16?  6d> 

£920.  13 0  Od? 


) 

It  is  quite  clear  that  income  from  this  source  could  be 
considerably  increased,  given  a  steady  market  with  fair  prices,  and  the 
possibility  of  mechanising  our  paper  baling  arrangements  is  being 
investigated  with  this  in  viewo 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  one  privately  owned  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district  was  not  used  for  slaughtering  during  the  year?  Given  below 
is  a  table  showing  the  types  and  numbers  of  food  premises  in  the  district :- 


Butchers  ...  10 
Bakers  . . ?  ? .  •  8 
Grocers  and  General  Stores  54 
Fishmongers  * « »  -  0 .  4 
Greengrocers  * . ?  3 
Cafes  ...  ...  2 
Fishfryers  ..o  0 . .  2 
Food  factories  -.0  *  ? .  3 
Licensed  houses  and  clubs  54 


Registered  Premises  (Food  and  Drugs  Act-  1955. section  16) 


For  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice-cream  (pre-packed)  59 

For  the  manufacture,  storage 

and  sale  of  ice-cream  1 

For  Fish  frying  4 

For  sausage  manufacturing  and 
preparation  of  meats.  8 


In  ay  report  for  last  year  I  noted  that  the  number  of 
inspections  v>f  t  ood  precises  which  had  been  made  was  substantially 
less  than  could  be  considered  desirable#  During  the  year  under 
review  600  visits  were  made,  a  substantial  increase  over  1963#  At 
first  sight  this  would  seem  tc  be  a  marked  improvement,  but  one  is 
bound  to  point  out  that  the  great  majority  of  these  visits  were  made 
hastily  and  urgently  in  connection  with  the  search  for  tins  of  corned 
beei  of  the  same  batch  as  those  which  were  implicated  in  the  Aberdeen  * 
typhcid  outbreak#  Nevertheless,  the  number  of  true  food  premises 
inspection  visits  made  did  increase  during  the  year,  although  any  real 
improvement  will  require  additional  staff,  bearing  in  mind  the 
considerable  extra  re sponsib il.it ies  thrust  upon  us  by  the  Offices, 

Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act#  In  general  food  premises  were 
maintained  to  a  reasonable  standard#  Six  informal  notices  were  issued 
and  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 

Given  below  is  a  list  of  the  various  articles  of  food  condemned 
during  the  year  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  details  of  complaints 
received  of  foreign  bodies  in  food,  with  the  action  taken  thereon. 

Food  Condemned  as  unsound  1964 


Meat  at  Butchers’  shops 

♦  •  • 

•  •  © 

139-lbs. 

Cooked  meats  . « .  . . 0 

»  •  •  ©  • 

•  O  9 

4*" 

Canned  M  ...  ... 

•  e  • 

OOO 

18  " 

Fish  ...  ... 

0  0  9 

O  •  0 

114  " 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ... 

©  ©  • 

#  ©  • 

100  " 

Foreign  Bodies  in  Food 

Complaint  Action 

Bottle  caps  in  Milk  -  Referred  to  Wilts  County 

Council.  Successful 
prosecution. 

Oil  and  grease  in  wrapped  bread  -  Formal  warning  to  Bakery 

Company. 


Premises  and  methods 
investigated  and  warnings 
issued. 

PEST  CONTROL 

236  properties  were  disinfested  by  the  Rodent  Operator  during 
the  year,  no  special  problems  were  encountered  except  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip  where  recourse  was  had  to  various  types  of  poison  before  an 
entirely  satisfactory  clearance  was  obtained.  The  position  at  the  tip 
was  aggravated  by  the  presence  nearby  of  cereal  crops  which  provided  an 
attractive  alternative  food#  In  addition  to  his  rodent  control  work, 
the  following  infestations  were  dealt  with  by  the  Operator  during  the  year 

5  by  cockroaches  involving  19  visits 
11  by  ants  involving  54  visits 

1  by  flies  involving  3  visits 

2  by  wasps  involving  4  visits 

1  by  fleas  involving  5  visits 


Bread  containing  hessian  from 

flour sacks. 

Bread  containing  grease  from 

dough  mixer. 


MILK 


220  milk  samples  of  all  types  were  taken  during  the  year 
compared  with  186  during  196.5-  It  will  be  noted  that  results  were 
generally  satisfactory,  although  3  samples  of  milk  failed  the  Phosphatase 
test  for  adequate  pasteurisation-'  All  of  these  milks  were  produced  in 
the  areas  of  other  local  authorities  who  were  notified  » 


It  will  also  be  noticed  that  one  sample  showed  a  positive 
reaction  to  the  Ring  test,  but  this  was  not  borne  out  by  the  subsequent 
biological  examination. 


Sample  Results  1964- 

■auBOTrtdMna  — — <n— ttxiimamaomamaJim  jmM  I  raw- 

Samples  subjected  to  Methylene  Blue  test  . .. 

Samples  subjected  to  Phosphatase  test...  <>  „ . 

Samples  of  untreated  milk  failing  methylene 

blue  test  ooo  »oo  ooo  ooo 

Samples  of  heat  treated,  milk  failing  Methylene 

OlUe  tSSt  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO 

Samples  of  heat  treated  milk  failing  Phosphatase 

te  Sb  ooo  ooe  aoo  ooo  ooo 

Samples  subjected  to  biological  examination  for 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  »»» 

Samples  showing  positive  tuberculosis  reaction  » . 

Samples  subjected  to  King  test  for  presence  of 
Brucella  abortus  • .  •  . . »  « . . 

Samples  showing  positive  reaction  to  Ring  test  « » 

Samples  of  milk  showing  positive  Brucella  abortus 
reaction  on  biological  examination  » 

Samples  of  Sterilised  milk  subjected  to  Turbidity 

tes t  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 

Samples  of  milk  failing  Turbidity  test  »•» 


172 

141 

Nil 

6 

3 

36 

Nil 

36 

1 

Nil 

30 

Nil 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


Work  continued  during  the  year  on  the  Netheravon  sewerage 
scheme  and  was  nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  1964.0  Work  was  also 
started  on  the  Enford  sewerage  scheme  which  is  connected  with  the 
Netheravon  scheme  in  that  the  Netheravon  works  will  serve  both  Parishes. 
After  much  consideration  the  Council  eventually  decided  that  in  the 
normal  course  of  events  it  would  not  be  possible  to  accept  farm 
effluents  into  their  sewers  and  as  a  result  of  this  decision  notices 
were  served  on  certain  farmers  in  the  area  to  abate  nuisances  caused 
by  the  discharge  of  farm  effluents  into  ditches  and  water  courses. 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

In.  general  the  caravan  position  in  the  area  was  satisfactory 
during  the  year.  Of  the  three  large  sites  in  the  district,  2  have  been 
equipped  and  are  conducted  to  the  highest  possible  standards.  The 
operator  of  the  third  has  been  given  two  years  .in  which  to  achieve  these 
standards  on  his  site. 

A  further  small  site  to  hold  6  caravans  was  licenced  during 
the  year-  The  number  of  individually  licenced  caravans  remained  roughly 

static  at  17- 


It  is  my  feeling  that  in  this  area  at  least,  the  demand  for 
caravan  sites  has  now  reached  its  peak  and  should  not  increase  any  further. 


A  continuing  problem  is  that  of  the  itinerant  vender  or 
contractor  who  is  'unwelcome  on  the  permanent  sites  and  who  tends  to 
settle  on  certain  locations,  the  use  of  which  has  become  hallowed  by- 
time »  These  locations  are  often  perfectly  satisfactory  being  at  the 
rear  of  public  houses  where  sanitation  is  available.  The  number  of 
these  locations  available  to  them  is  small  and  this  causes  difficulties 
in  view  of  the  time  limits  laid  down  in  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
of  Development  Act®  I  have  yet  tc  find  that  these  itinerant  vendors 
and  contractors  cause  a  nuisance,  probably  because  they  are  aware  of 
the  need  to  return  again  to  the  same  site  at  a  future  date.  Like  the 
Gypsies,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  these  people  fit  into  the  pattern 
of  caravan  dwelling  which  has  been  established  during  the  last  few 
years,  and  yet  they  are  more  essentially  caravan  dwellers  than  the 
average  occupant  of  a  static  caravan- 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  control  of  infectious  diseases 
involved  us  in  no  less  than  288  visits  during  the  year.  These  visits 
were  mainly  concerned  with  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentry  centred  in  one 
Parish,  which  proved  to  be  a  very  time  consuming  and  persistent  affair* 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (  WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER 1^7 

The  Council's  powers  of  control  of  these  premises  are  delegated 
to  it  by  the  Wilts  County  Council-  There  has  been  a  continuous  and 
significant  reduction  in  the  number  of  premises  actually  being  operated 
and  only  4  were  in  use 


OFFICES .  SHOPS  AKD  P.AILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1964 

Owing  to  pressure  of  other  urgent  work,  a  serious  start  could 
not  be  made  on  the  inspection  of  premises  affected  by  this  Act  during 
the  year,  but  it  is  hoped  that  work  will  begin  during  1565* 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1%! 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  .1964  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  PEWSEY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1  -  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

nr) 

Number  of 

(1) 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions  . 

t  ' 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecu¬ 

ted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

10 

5 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

35 

14 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  1  premises ) 

. 

Total 

45 

19 

— 

- 

2  -  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found « 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

red 

by  HoM. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(s.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable 

temperature  ( S • 3 ) 

Inade  quate 

ventilation  (So4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S«>6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.?) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

Total 

<=o 

mca 

- 

-■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■■ 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

-■ 

— • 

- 

- 

-- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

